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Overall Comments 
  
Dear Katia,  
 
Thank you for posting me your work for assignment 4. It's great to see such a range of work 
for this part. You have tackled these exercises with energy and enthusiasm, capturing a 
diverse range of mark-making through intuitive and expressive processes and methods. You 
have engaged with the process of making rather than a final outcome and your results are 
quite engaging. It is commendable you are exploring a personal subject matter within your 
work, in particular the memory of your dad, and the spontaneity of many of your outcomes is 
effective. The expressive nature of your application has given you some unusual and 
inventive results and offers much potential to develop in the upcoming final part of the unit.  
 
 
 
Assignment 4 Assessment potential 
I understand your aim is to go for the Fine Art Degree and that you plan to submit your work 
for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in this assignment, 
providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the potential to pass at 
assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will 
need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback. 
 
 
 



Feedback on assignment 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 
Creativity 
  
(Please note when your portfolio arrived there was some damage to the outer packaging and 
some of the images inside had come loose from the paper clips that you had used to join 
sections of your work. I have done my best to organise the loose sheets but recommend 
when you next send your work for assessment you create folders for each element to keep 
everything well protected).  
 
You have submitted a very eclectic mix of approaches for this assignment and it will be 
interesting to see how your ideas are refined and presented before submitting your work for 
the final assessment. There are elements of your work that are abstract and expressive, 
capturing the energy of your movement across the page, alongside illustrative and caricature 
sketching that is more controlled and narrative. There are elements of both these 
approaches that work well, but moving forward, I encourage you to refine and develop one 
direction for the final part. Try to create a coherency that demonstrates your personal voice, 
and an engagement with your subject matter that is appropriate to the methods and 
approaches you undertake.  
 
Your work appears more confident than previous parts and there is a real conviction with the 
way you are manipulating and applying your materials. Your final work for assignment 4 
combines collage, mark-making and textiles in an inventive way, showing good creativity and 
ambition with your ideas. The overall composition works well, leading the viewer through the 
image, yet the work would benefit from a little more attention to detail and a more seamless 
incorporation of collage that doesn't just sit upon the marks you are making but is more 
integrated into the image overall. Try working on top of your collage and work on layering 
your mediums to create more depth and texture.  
 
Your series of cat images show elements of success compositionally and I like the loose 
application of fluid media that surrounds the form and grounds the figure on the page. 
Technically, in terms of accuracy, there is room for improvement, but you have managed to 
capture the character, and in places humour, of the animal graciously. The reduced palette 
is working well for you here and I particularly like the image where the cat is completely 
silhouetted in black, the simplicity gives the image clarity  and a graphic quality that I 
encourage develop further.  
 
You have one A3 image illustrating fish moving across a fluid watercolour background that is 
really successful and engaging in its pattern and composition. You have balanced a good 
relationship between delicate and intricate mark-making alongside more gestural application 
and your use of detailed collage for the red eyes gives the work a three-dimensional quality. 
Perhaps experiment more with this imagery and explore on a larger scale, utilising 
expressive backgrounds with intricate detailing of your subject. 
 
Your experiments for exercise 4.1 show some of the most successful outcomes for this part, 
yet at the same time these successes haven't been fully utilised. Your use of thread, rubber 



bands, wax and fragments from a football have generated some really interesting forms. It's 
important you seize on these initial experiments and continue the process to develop them in 
new directions and find ways to incorporate these processes into more resolved and 
ambitious final outcomes. For example, you have generated a tension by stapling the rubber 
bands to the card, which could be an interesting method to incorporate into your figurative 
images of the body, implying an interesting context between your material approach and the 
subject matter of the fragmented body for assignment 5.  
 
Generally, you are thinking well about the context of your materials and how these support 
the subject matter you depict, particularly for exercise 4.3 by using coffee as your medium. 
You show good invention here but the final outcome would benefit from a little more work. I 
appreciate taping and folding sheets together is a practical solution but try to keep your work 
flat unless there is a conceptual reasoning why you are portioning your image in this way.  
 
You have tackled a range of personal issues throughout this part concerned with the body, 
memory and distance, both through representation and more process oriented application of 
material. Your narrative illustration tells a story of personal anguish and difficulty but I find 
you're more gestural and expressive work far more engaging. The elements of collage and 
drawing sits well between these two approaches and I suggest you explore this area of your 
practice with more rigour and focus in the next part, letting the gestural movement of your 
mark-making capture your feelings in more emotive ways rather than through illustrative 
representation.  
 
 
Sketchbooks 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity 
 
You have many loose sheets of sketches, trials and experiments and I recommend you find 
a way of collating these in a more coherent way when you plan to send this material for 
assessment. Try to create a narrative of your working process so it's clear where you start 
and where you end up. Adding more annotation throughout will help with this.  
 
Your A5 sketchbook has some great experiments using fine liner and pen to create patterns 
with movement and texture. I encourage you to develop this far more, filling more 
sketchbooks to really build your ideas around this method.  
 
 
Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
Your research continues to outline your thinking clearly with some insightful interpretation. 
Moving forward, I encourage you to develop and analyse more self directed research on 
artists that more clearly influence your own work and helps to drive your ideas forward in 
more direct ways.  
 



You have included some basic citation and references to your research but this will need to 
have more formal academic structure in the future, including Harvard referencing for all the 
sources that you use. Here are some links for advice on this; 
https://weareoca.com/education/library/ask-the-librarian-2/ 
https://www.uca.ac.uk/library/academic-support/harvard-referencing/ 
 
 
Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays  
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
  
In the future you’ll also have the chance to write more sustained texts and short essays, 
building on your research skills and critical thinking. Here is a link to the OCA website with 
advice on developing academic writing at HE level - 
https://www.oca-student.com/study-guides/academic-essay-writing 
 
  
Suggested reading/viewing 
Context 
  
Christopher Wool 
https://gagosian.com/artists/christopher-wool/ 
https://www.simonleegallery.com/artists/christopher-wool/ 
 
Annabel Dover 
http://www.annabeldover.com/ 
http://www.contemporarybritishpainting.com/wordpress/?page_id=3983 
 
Marlene Dumas 
https://www.artsy.net/artist/marlene-dumas 
https://www.davidzwirner.com/artists/marlene-dumas 

 
Wilhelm Sasnal 
https://www.hauserwirth.com/artists/2803-wilhelm-sasnal 
https://www.saatchigallery.com/artists/wilhelm_sasnal.htm 
 
Amy Sillman 
https://www.camdenartscentre.org/whats-on/view/sillman 
https://www.amysillman.com 

 
Jenny Saville 
https://gagosian.com/artists/jenny-saville/ 
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-jenny-saville-changed-way-view-female-form-pain
ting 
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Pointers for the next assignment 
 
Thank you for sending me your preparatory sketches and outcome for assignment 5. You 
have continued your exploration of expressive mark-making very well and incorporating 
figurative drawing with some success. The body is forming an interesting subject matter for 
you and the relationship between representation and abstraction is an interesting area for 
you to explore. There is more potential to develop this body of work. Your initial final 
outcome is inventive and I commend your use of large scale. The fragmentation and 
reassembling of the image is working well but as a final body of work for this unit I would 
expect to see a little more developmental work that explores this idea deeper. Keep working 
as you have, and we can discuss your ideas further with a Google Hangout before you send 
your work for assessment.  
 

● Reflect on this feedback on your blog with a summary of the key points. 
● Please inform me of how you would like your feedback for the next assignment, 

written or video/audio call. 
  

Well done, I look forward to your next assignment. 
 
Best, 
Adam 
  

Tutor name  Adam Thompson 

Date  15/03/2019 

Next assignment due  15/04/2019 (negotiable, with time to send your work for the 
summer assessment) 
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